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A young Belgian boy who came to visit Ste Mere Eglise for the 63rd Anniversary of D-Day dressed as an Airborne soldier,
stands proudly with Maurice Renaud, son of Alexandre Renaud who was the Mayor of Ste Mere Eglise on D-Day.
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This past June 6th marked the 63rd
anniversary of D-Day, one of the most
important days in history.  It marks a day
where several thousand young American
soldiers lost their lives alongside Allied
forces for a most important cause… free-
dom.  In Normandy, France, where these
battles for freedom took place, the people
celebrate their liberation from
German occupation with a week-
long celebration devoted to the
brave soldiers who laid down
their lives for this noble cause.
People come from all over the
world each year to join in this
celebration, where re-enactments
take place in commemoration of
the events that occurred begin-
ning June 6, 1944 to secure Utah
beach where Allied forces were
poised to mount the Normandy
invasion.  The La Fiere bridge
was a major objective for
Airborne troops that parachuted
in on that day, as it was one of
only two ways Germans could
reinforce troops opposing the
landing on Utah beach.

Americans are welcomed
with open arms and the
American flag flies next to the

French flag at all historic sites, as
well as in front of every home.  The
gratitude towards America and its
fallen heroes is heartfelt and truly
amazing to see outside of our coun-
try.

Ste Mere Eglise was the first
town liberated and many American

soldiers were temporarily
interred there including
General Theodore
Roosevelt Jr.  Madame
Simone Renaud, the wife of
then mayor of Ste. Mere
Eglise, Alexander Renaud,
took it upon herself to tend
to the graves of these brave
soldiers.  She was pictured
in Life magazine placing
flowers on the grave of
Theodore Roosevelt Jr. and
afterwards, received hun-
dreds of letters from
Americans who lost their
sons in Normandy, request-
ing that she place flowers
on their sons’ graves as
well.  She answered each
letter she received, sending
these families photos of
their sons’ graves with
flowers placed upon them.
Madame Renaud also had a
special relationship with
surviving soldiers who
returned to Ste Mere Eglise
after the war to honor their
fallen comrades.  

...continued on page 14

Area residents were horrified last summer to hear of
the murder and dismemberment of Glen Cover Denice
Fox, 57.  On August 17, 2006, her 22-year-old daughter
Rebecca returned home to 7 Willada Lane to find a bro-
ken rear window and blood on the floor.  Police were
called and searched the house, discovering Fox's dis-
membered body in several garbage bins in the basement
- all but her head. Evan Marshall, 31, whose mother was
a neighbor of Fox's, was arrested the following morning
as he drove up to his mother's house.  A search warrant
was issued for Marshall's car, and Fox's head was found
in its trunk.  That discovery was the subject of a June
11th hearing before Judge Richard LaPera. Marshall's
defense attorney William Keahon is arguing that the
police did not have sufficient cause to arrest his client,
and is challenging whether evidence was collected legal-
ly. 

Keahon suggested that the police failed to get a
search warrant for Marshall's car and that the police had
no cause to suspect he was living at his mother's home.
"He's trying to create confusion," said Sgt. Fitzpatrick of
the Glen Cove Police Department.  The Glen Cove and
Nassau County Police Departments have invested the
case jointly. "Where Marshall lived was irrelevant.  The
fact is we had probable cause to arrest him."  Sgt.
Fitzpatrick told The Leader that when it was realized that
the victim's head was missing, the assumption was the
killer still had it and that it might be in his car. Further,
an application was made to the Court for a search war-
rant, which was then signed by the Judge.  "It was 'text-
book'," Fitzpatrick added.   William Keahon did not
respond to a request for an interview.

Marshall first came to the attention of law enforce-
ment in 1999, after his mother called Glen Cove Police

to report he was behaving irrationally.  He left before the
police arrived. In 2003, Marshall attended Hofstra
University's Masters Degree program in education, and
student-taught at Seawanhaka and West Hempstead
High Schools, earning his degree in 2004; however, he
never obtained a teaching position.  Since then, he has
been arrested for shoplifting and driving while intoxicat-
ed.  When police searched the basement of the home of
his mother, they discovered masochistic videotapes.
When asked if there were additional items found there
that might connect Marshall to the crime, Eric Philips,
spokesman for the Nassau County District Attorney's
Office said he was unable to comment about that at this
time. The hearing was scheduled to continue on June
18th. 

• Chris Roberts
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D-Day Remembered 

Evidence Hearing on Dismembered Head

Resurrecting Operation Democracy is a way of
reestablishing, refueling and propelling once again
the strength of the American character and the
courage of the American heart; there is no better place
to rekindle this organization in Locust Valley, the
place where that first heartbeat began.  Kaye
Weninger, Executive Director of Rekindling
Operation Democracy and LV Chamber of
Commerce President, made the trip to Normandy in
honor of D-Day and to reconnect with the village of
Ste Mere Eglise. Kaye along with fellow Executive
Director Cathy Soref made the pilgrimage with 5
other Locust Valley residents. 

"As part of our journey to rekindle Operation
Democracy it is our goal to reestablish a connection
with the village of Ste Mere Eglise (the war torn vil-
lage adopted by Locust Valley in 1947).  We wanted
the story to come full circle and have our sister city for
WWII reconnect and maybe in the future help adopt a
community in the Middle East with Locust Valley,"
stated Kaye Weninger. The rekindled Operation
Democracy's first project will be funding an after
school program in the town of Salt, Jordan, under the

direction of the Middle Eastern Children's Institute.  
During the trip, Kaye Weninger, along with

Operation Democracy Junior Committee Directors

Rylan Soref and McVey Aryes, met with the Mayor of
Ste Mere Eglise, Mr. Marc Lefevre. The meeting took
place at the City Hall office where the history of what
Locust Valley did for the village of Ste. Mere Eglise
was discussed, along with how the process of rekin-
dling Operation Democracy 60 years later was in the
making. Sitting in the town hall, which had been taken
over by the Germans for four years was a sign about
not forgetting. The flag framed in city hall is the origi-
nal flag that was placed by American Troops who lib-
erated the village on June 6, 1944. Mayor Lefevre
agreed the village hasn't forgotten their heroes, the
American soldiers, and this is shown every year on D-
Day by the memorials and demonstrations of gratitude
they demonstrate with the American flags flying freely
with the French Flag.  The Mayor agreed that education
of our children was important. The following day,
Kaye, Rylan and Bob Murphy, WWII Pathfinder and
local hero, met with the Superintendent of the Ste Mere
Eglise School, Mr. Agnoletti.   

...continued on page 16

Locust Valley's Operation Democracy Comes 
Full Circle with Ste Mere Eglise

Visiting Ste Mere Egilse are Andy Keaveney, from LV American
Legion; Kathleen Wickham,Graphics Editor of The Leader; Robert
Snyder, Commander of LV American Legion; Cathy Soref and Kaye

Weninger, Executive Direcors of the rekindled Operation Democracy;
and McVey Ayres, Junior Operation Democracy.

Above: American Airborne and Special Forces make the commemora-
tive jump into the fields surrounding  The La Fiere bridge.

Left: Army Special Forces gather at “Iron Mike,” a memorial to parat-
roppers at the La Fiere Bridge, after completing their commemorative jump.



Lush Waterfront, Shy Acre, 5 bedroom, 4 bath 2 fireplaces,
IG Pool, Overlook Deck, Garage, Hardwood Floors.
$1,375,000

Owner (516)815-9378 
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D-Day Remembered ...continued from page 3
One of these soldiers is Bob Murphy, a veteran of

Company A-505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd
Airborne Division, a Pathfinder who was one of the few
brave soldiers to survive the battle to hold the La Fiere
Bridge.  He returned on June 6th, 1964, the 20th Anniversary
of D-Day and with his World War II 505 comrade, John F.
Lee, jumped into Ste Mere Eglise and continued that memo-
rial jump for many years until 1994.  He continues to return
to Ste. Mere Eglise each year to pay his respects to his clos-
est friends and combat comrades along with the few remain-
ing soldiers who fought in that war as well as many young
soldiers who continue the fight for freedom today.

Locust Valley has a special connection to Ste Mere Eglise
since LV resident Martha Breasted started Operation
Democracy in 1947 adopting Ste Mere Eglise as a sister city
sending clothes and much needed supplies to this war torn
town. The sons of Alexandre and Madame Simone Renaud
remember packages arriving from Locust Valley. To them
Locust Valley was their Santa Claus. Today Kaye Weninger
and Cathy Soref are rekindling Operation Democracy, reestablishing relationships in
Ste Mere Eglise and looking to help children in need today in Salt Jordan.  

*More Photo online: www.theleaderonline.com • Kathleen Wickham

Above: WWII Pathfinder Bob Murphy (second from right) with Renaud
brothers (L-R) Paul, Henri-Jean and Maurice.

Right:  A “parachutist” manaquin hangs
from the Church in Ste Mere Eglise in com-

memoration of the troops that jumped into the
town on D Day and of Private John Steele
whose parachute got caught on the church

where he hung playing dead for hours before
being cut down and taken as a POW by the

Germans.

WWII Airborne Pathfinders who  jumped into Normandy by the La Fiere Bridge (L-R) Julius
Eisner, Howard Manoian, Bob Murphy and Bill Sullivan.

Waterfront Home
FOR SALE
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A Wonderful Wizard & a Sweet
Charity in GC

Aunt Em and Toto were on hand as
Robert Finley Middle School's Theater
Company recently stunned audiences
with their remarkable rendition of L.
Frank Baum's masterpiece, "The Wizard

of Oz". To boot, only
a week before, tal-
ented student-actors
in Glen Cove High
School's Masquers
Society dazzled Glen
Cove residents when
they proudly present-
ed the comedic musi-
cal "Sweet Charity". 

Audiences sat on
the edge of their
seats as the loveable
Dorothy Gale from
Kansas taught them
what it takes to have
a little courage, some
brains, and above all
- a heart. Packed
houses were all
laughs as Sweet
Charity sang her heart out and dreamed
of her friends seeing her live the high
life.

The students, who had been practic-
ing for several months under the direc-

tion of Jeanine Spensieri (middle school)
and Gene Forman (high school), recent-
ly performed five shows before packed
houses. At the high school, melodic
music emanated from the pit, as a pre-

dominately student
orchestra, under the
direction of Edward P.
Norris III, accompanied
the actors on the play's
musical numbers. 

As the curtain closed on this year's
musical, attendees left feeling the need
to follow the yellow brick road and to
feel the Rhythm of Life.

Left: Members of
Robert Finley Middle

School's Theater Company
recently showcased their

theatrical talents during this
year's musical - The Wizard

of Oz. 
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Audiences were laughing from start to finish during Glen Cove High
School Masquers Society's recent performance of the comedic musical

Sweet Charity.

Bob Murphy is very
interested in making sure
the children do not forget
what happened those 63
years ago as well as what
is happening today.
Rekindling Operation
Democracy focuses on
educating local students
so they will learn and
never forget about the
history and bond that
exists. Mr. Agnoletti
agreed and set into
motion an agenda to
work with Operation
Democracy and imple-
ment it somewhere,
somehow into the educa-
tion of the children of Ste
Mere Eglise. 

This charming piece of
history, the beginnings of
Operation Democracy, has a profound
meaning for the present citizens of Locust
Valley. It reflects character, civic pride and
has deep relevance to current events. 

"We want to engage the students of all
three communities: Locust Valley, Ste
Mere Eglise and Salt. This is a beautiful
educational vehicle, a conduit to learning,
of being aware of current events, of meet-

ing a pen pal, of fostering the generosity of
the human spirit that will carry on. We
hope to get the support of the local resi-
dents with this project as it unfolds," said
Weninger. 

If you would like to contribute or
donate to further our goals of rekindling
Operation Democracy, please call 516-
637-8496 or 516-318-4000. 

Rylan Soref Junior Operation Democracy, Kaye Weninger
Executive Director Operation Democracy, Mr. Herve Agnoletti,

Superindent of the School of St. Mere Eglise and Bob Murphy, WWII
Pathfinder,  who landed into Ste. Mere Eglise.

LV’s Operation Democracy
...continued from page 3


